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THE JOURNEY

Just 28 years after America declared its independence, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark
celebrated a unique Fourth of July here in what is now known as the Heart of the America.
Exploring the unknown Northwest Territory for President Thomas Jefferson, the Corps of
Discovery expedition launched from St. Louis on a historic route to the Pacific Ocean
through uncharted land and rivers.

The first Independence Day observance west of the Mississippi in 1804 consisted of two
blasts from a keelboat's cannon on the banks of the Missouri river just outside Atchisan,
Kansas. Over the next four years, President Jefferson’s Corps of Discovery would travel
thousands of miles in unknown territory, coming face to face with people no U.S. citizen
had ever seen. Historians
would soon publish
numerous chronicles

of the journey,

scientists would

marvel at the discoveries
and sociologists would
analyze its significance
for years to come.
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