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Mission Statement of the 

Buffalo Program 
The main mission of the Bison 

Program here on the Prairie Band 
Potawatomi Nation Reservation is 
to preserve, protect, and maintain 
the bison herd to the fullest extent 

from any pollutants, abuse, 
infestations, wrongful use, or 
general danger of any kind. 

 

 

 

 

 

General Facts of the American Bison or 

the Buffalo:  

 Buffalo are not domestic animals and should 
be treated with caution & respect  

 Mature bison male will weigh around 2,000 
lbs. while a mature female will weigh around 
1,100 lbs.  

 Bison can run at speeds up to 35–40 miles 
per hour 

 Each Bison has it’s own personality 

 Watching the tail of a bison or “buffalo” will 
let a person know if the animal is angry. Tail up 
and head down Look Out!!  

 Buffalo have excellent Vision, Hearing, and 
Memory they don’t forget.  

 “Bison” or “Buffalo”: Scientifically, the 
term "buffalo" is incorrect for the North 
American species; its proper Latin name is 
Bison bison. However, common usage has made 
the term "buffalo" an acceptable synonym for 
the American bison. (from The American 
Buffalo in Transition, by J. Albert Rorabacher.) 

 Best type of grass to graze bison on: Bison 
do well on a wide variety of grasses and most 
native grasses in the United States and Canada. 

 The approximate birth weight of a bison 
calf: normally weigh between 40 to 50 pounds. 
They are usually up and walking or running with 
their mothers within a couple hours of being 
born. 

 Average life span of a bison is 20-25 years. 

 Bison calves are normally weaned when 
they are around 6 months old. Females generally 
weigh around 350 lbs. at this time and males 
weigh around 425 lbs.  

 

  

 
Buffalo Meat Requests:  

Per the PBPN Land Management Bison Policies when 
you fill out a request and sign the request you are 
accepting the 2012 Tribal Council Approved policy that 
the bison meat you receive will not be sold for any 
type of profit or any reason that may be profitable to 
any person, organization, or department.  This of 
course has the exception of written Tribal Council 
Approval and support.  

General procedures for requesting the USDA approved 
bison meat from the Lands Management Department 
Bison Program requires a request form be filled out 
each time Tribal Members request meat. These 
requests must be for Tribal Ceremonial purposes, 
Tribal Celebrations involving traditions of the Tribal 
Members; other is marked for Elder Supplemental for 
Tribal Elders with the age being 50+ to match the 
Nations Elder Center requirements for meals.   

All requests that do not involve the Prairie Band 
Potawatomi Nation Traditions, Members, or 
sponsored events require Tribal Council Approval prior 
to the release of the Bison Meat products no 
exceptions.  

The amount of bison products released are at the 
discretion of the Land Management Department 
Manager and Bison Assistant Foreman with 
consideration of estimated amount of people marked 
for attendance to event of celebration or ceremonies. 
This procedure is enforced to prevent abuse of 
requests received.  

Tribal Elders standard for supplement request is 1 
package roast and 1 package ground. We also allow 
for Elders to mix the match such as 2 package roasts 
or 2 package ground.  



Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation 
Land Management Department 

Bison Program 
15185 K Road 

Mayetta, Kansas 66509 
Phone: 785-966-2737 FAX 785-966-2861 

 
Manager: Chris DeCoteau  

Assistant Foreman: Elliot Masquat 
Technical Assistant: Ahnah Wahwassuck 

 
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 8:00AM to 4:30PM  

 

 

*For Profit Buffalo Meat Requests please submit 

requests along with a letter requesting Tribal Council 

Approval and any information of what the profit will be 

used for. The Manager will then submit to the Nation 

General Management for presentation of approval. 

Please ensure all your contact information is clear and 

correct so we may contact you as soon as possible.  

Other information regarding Prairie Band Potawatomi 

Nation and the Nations Programs can be found at: 

www.pbpindiantribe.com 

Additional Information on the Buffalo or American 

Bison can be found at: 

www.itbcbuffalo.com 

www.bisoncentral.com 

 

Grazing and locations of the PBPN 

Buffalo Pens 

Current Locations of the Buffalo herds 

overseen by the Buffalo Program:  

Location 1 
N Road in between 150th road and 158th road; 
Pastures are located on both east and west the 
herd location is pending on grazing rotation 
permitted at the time.  
Various locations for viewing can be found at 
Prairie Peoples Park located on M Road in 
between 150th road and 158th road.  
 
Location 2 
Limited viewing located on 2nd pasture at 
158th Road between H4 road and I road.  
Buffalo are not domesticated animals and 
should not be treated as such.  
 
Contact with these animals by non caregivers 

and entry onto these pastures is prohibited.  

All pastures the herds are located on will have 

active electric fencing and are considered to be 

live.  

Entries into pastures are by the personnel of 

the Land Management Department only.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


